


ITH A NAME LIKE the Roadrunners, it 
should come as no surprise that Metro 
State’s men’s basketball team is taking a road 
less traveled when it comes to recruitment.

With locales l ike the Netherlands, 
Senegal and Australia on the team’s radar, 
Metro’s recruiting footprint looks more like 
the travel itinerary of famed travelers like 
Charles Lindbergh, Howard Hughes or 
Carmen Sandiego.

“Coach Clark was really up 
front about what he was o�ering 
and what the program was like.” 
McCarron said. “He’s been true to 
his word and I’ve enjoyed it.”

With a strong recruiting 
foothold in Australia, the Land 
Down Under is where Metro State’s 
coaching sta� has become “Men 
at Work.” �e Australia pipeline 
was opened up by Dunlap, who 
coached there professionally as 
head coach of the Adelaide 36ers 
before moving on to Metro. It’s 
another recent tradition that has 
been carried on by Clark.

“We’ve had really good 
Australians over the years,” 
Clark said. “�ey’ve had good 
experiences, so our name means 
something there.”

McCarron is one of four 
Australians on Metro’s roster, 
along with senior centers Will 
Sinclair and Nicholas Kay and 
sophomore forward Obi Kyei.

Like former Roadrunner Mark 
Worthington, who played on the 
Dunlap coached teams during their 
title runs, McCarron hopes to turn 
his remaining time with Metro 
State into an opportunity with the 
Australian National Team.

and his vision.” Clark adds. “He approached things a di�erent 
way. Metro State is kind of a di�erent setup. It’s a city school 
and we don’t have dorms on campus. Coach (Dunlap) always 
branched out and recruited internationally.”

Entering a new season, nearly half of Metro’s players 
have roots abroad. So it should come as no surprise that one 
player the Roadrunners will be looking to for leadership and 
production would be one of those international �nds.

Mitch McCarron – the 6-foot-3 guard out of Brisbane, 
Australia – is one player Clark and his sta� will look to rely 
on heavily in the upcoming season.

Long before McCarron earned a laundry list of NCAA 
and RMAC achievements, he recalls the moment where 
becoming a Roadrunner turned into a realistic prospect for 
his collegiate basketball aspirations.

At the suggestion of Australian U-19 head coach Damien 
Cotter, McCarron decided to give Metro State a go a�er a few 
D-I prospects didn’t pan out.

“We try to follow the model 
of Metro State, which is diversity, 
so our rosters re�ect that,” Metro 
State’s head men’s basketball coach 
Derrick Clark explains. “We’ve 
tapped into Europe. We have a kid 
from Amsterdam; we have a kid 
from Senegal. I don’t think there is 
one region we focus in on. We have 
ambassadors for our program.”

It’s a trend that was initiated by 
former head coach Mike Dunlap 
and perpetuated by Clark, who 
served as an assistant to Dunlap 
during the team’s NCAA D-II 
national championship-winning 
seasons in 1999-00 and 2001-02.

“It all started with Mike Dunlap 
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